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H1N1 Vaccination Clinic

Township of Morris Health Department

The Township of Morris Health Department in conjunction with the Township of Hanover Health Department will be offering its first H1N1 (Swine flu) immunization  clinic on Monday, November 2, 2009, from 4 PM to 7 PM in the Morris Township Municipal Building, 50 Woodland Avenue, Morris Township.  Currently there is a very limited supply of vaccine so this first clinic will be restricted to pregnant women, care givers of infants under 6 months, people between the ages of 4 years to 64 years of age with certain underlying chronic medical conditions (diabetes, asthma, heart, lung or neurologic disease), young adults between the ages of 18 and 24 years, and professional health care workers with direct patient contact.  Additional clinics will be offered beginning November 6th for school age children and through December for other groups as the supply of vaccine becomes available. Please check our website www.morristwp.com for specific dates and times.  

This clinic will offer both the attenuated and inactivated H1N1 vaccines.  The attenuated vaccine will be offered to healthy people between the ages of 18 and 49 years.  Pregnant women and people between the ages of 4 to 64 years of age with underlying medical condition can only receive the inactivated vaccine.  For more information on the vaccine, the H1N1 vaccination high risk priority groups and vaccine safety please go to www.morristwp.com.  By going to this site you can also download and complete the appropriate consent form prior to arriving at the clinic.  

Additional clinics will be scheduled as more vaccine is received.  As clinics are confirmed, information will be distributed through the Morris County Office of Health Management web site at www.morrishealth.org , the Morris Township Municipal web site at www.morristwp.com  and the Morris County Daily Record.

Vaccination is the single best way to limit the spread of illness. Public health officials continues to encourage residents to limit the spread of illness through frequent and thorough hand washing, covering coughs and sneezes, avoiding crowded places especially if you are at higher risk for complications from influenza and staying home when sick.  More information can be found at www.morrishealth.org .

The new 2009 H1N1 virus does not seem to be affecting people 65 years and older in the same way that seasonal flu usually does. Most people who have gotten sick from this new virus have been younger. In fact, people 65 and older are the group that is least likely to get infected with this new virus. Because there will be limited amounts of vaccine available at first, the first doses are recommended for those who are most likely to get infected. The U.S. government has purchased 250 million doses of 2009 H1N1 vaccine, so anyone who wants to get the vaccine will have the opportunity to do so. While people 65 and older are not included in the groups recommended to get the earliest doses of vaccine, they can get the 2009 H1N1 influenza vaccine as soon as the high risk and younger groups have had the opportunity to be vaccinated. 

No appointments are necessary for this clinic.  However, people are urged to consult their private physicians for his/her recommendation before participating in the program.  For more information regarding this clinic please contact the Morris Township Health Department at 973-326-7390.  

