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VILLA WALSH ACADEMY

455 Western Avenue ( Morristown, NJ 07960-4928 ( 973-538-3680 FAX: 973-538-6733

February  2010

Dear Parents:


Please read the following instructions carefully as they pertain to transportation arrangements for the upcoming year.   Arranging for transportation to and from school is very complex because it involves state, county, and municipal administration.  

TRANSPORTATION ARRANGEMENTS   2010 – 2011

Attached are the necessary transportation forms that must be completed for each Villa student, even if she will not be taking the bus.  If you have more than one daughter attending Villa, be sure to complete and return the state-mandated B6T form and the Villa Walsh Academy/Delbarton Transportation contract for each daughter.  

When completing the B6T, be sure to fill in the mileage from your home to Villa Walsh Academy, and sign the form where indicated.  (These have been common omissions in the past.)  Additionally, please indicate your Resident District Board of Education.  All forms must be completed and returned to the Villa Walsh Academy Business Office on or before Tuesday, February 9, 2010.

The following are critical items of information:

1. The majority of the local school boards provide either transportation or its monetary equivalent to private school students who reside between 2 and 20 miles from the school they attend.  In rural counties the farthest distance is 30 miles.

2. The policy for transportation/reimbursement varies according to each town’s practices.  Appropriate information can be obtained by calling your municipal Board of Education.

3.
For students whose school boards of education do provide transportation, the routes will be created based on the B6T forms that Villa Walsh Academy/Delbarton forwards to your local board.  The completed routes will be mailed to you from the boards of education in mid-August. 
4.
For students whose school boards do not provide transportation and who indicate a desire for busing, Delbarton will arrange for transportation with a private school bus company providing ridership warrants a route.

5.  Villa Walsh Academy is charged a flat fee for each bus route regardless of the number of students transported.  The school assesses each student a fee equitably distributing the route cost based on the number of riders.  If you initially select school transportation then change your mind, other parents must absorb the cost. 
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6.
The following indicates the towns and respective costs, which were applicable in 2009-2010.  It is anticipated that the fee for 2010-2011 will be slightly higher.  Towns may be added or deleted, depending on student needs.

	Route #
	Cost                                         
	Towns Included



	1
	$2,472.00*
	Montclair, Roseland, Livingston, Verona

	2
	$2,472.00*
	Westfield, Garwood, Mountainside, Summit, Berkeley Heights

	3
	$2,176.00*
	Lebanon, Readington, Annandale, Pittstown, Clinton, Califon, Oldwick, Pottersville



	4
	$2,272.00*
	Ridgewood, Wyckoff, Franklin Lakes, Ho-Ho-Kus, Wayne, Kinnelon, Mountain Lakes



	5
	$1042.00 – 1389.00*
	Boonton, Morristown Train Station (Many students take the train for a 7:40 pickup at Morristown)


*Please anticipate a 5% increase.

7.
PICK-UP LOCATIONS:  Because there is a wide geographical spread for each bus route, there are a limited number of stops for pick-up and drop-off.  Parents are responsible for getting their daughter(s) to and from these points.  Locations for bus stops change each year based upon the changing demographics of the student body.  Every effort will be made to assure a convenient and safe stop for your daughter.  We will not know the exact locations until August 2010.
8.
TIME FRAME FOR COMMITMENT:  Bus routes and fees are determined by the bus company and are based on the number of students in a specific location using that bus route.  We must know if you are considering bus transportation no later than February 9th.  However, we will not know the exact cost until August 2010.  You must commit during August since bus fees will appear on your invoice in September.

If you have any questions regarding bus transportation, please call the Transportation Office at (973) 538-3680, Extension 181.








Very truly yours,
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Sr. Patricia Pompa, M.P.F.


Principal










